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Mortuary report of Habanafor week ended February 20, 1904- 



Disease. 


Number of 
deaths. 




17 




4 




3 




2 




8 




1 




1 




1 




1 







Total deaths from all causes, 96. 

Report from Matanzas — Leprosy. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, March 1, as follows: 
During the week ended February 26, 1904, 2 bills of health were 
issued to vessels bound for the United States, in good sanitary con- 
dition. 

No infectious or contagious disease, or any of quarantinable nature, 
has been reported within this district during the week. The case of 
leprosy in a prisoner, mentioned in my previous report, is still in the 
civil hospital of this city, awaiting a trial before being transferred 
to Habana. 

Mortuary statistics of the city of Matanzas for the last nine days of February, 1904- 



Number 


Bertillon 


of deaths. 


number. 


4 


105 


2 


61 


1 


106 


1 


112 


7 


29 


1 


154 


1 


40 


2 


64 


1 


72 


1 


92 


21 





Enteritis 

Meningitis 

Enteritis (above 2 years of age) . 

Cirrhosis of the liver 

Tuberculosis 

Senility 

Cancer of the stomach 

Hemorrhage, cerebral 

Pneumonia 

Cardiac disease (undetermined) 

Total 



Estimated population, 48,000; annual rate of mortality per 1,000, 15.96. 

History of leprosy cases. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, February 26, as follows: 
I have the honor to submit herewith the following history of the 2 
cases of leprosy held under provisional observation at the civil hospital 
of this city since February 17, 1904: 

Case No. 1. — Florentino Sosa, white, a native of Corral Falso, prov- 
ince of Matanzas, Cuba, 47 years of age, single, and without any chil- 
dren. He states that father and mother are both living and enjoying 
good health. With the exception of one of his brothers, who is at 
present suffering from same affection at home, he knows of no other 
instance among either his near or distant relatives that would indicate 
any hereditary tendency. He also denies having been in contact with 
other cases of leprosy by which he could have become infected. Sosa 
is a farmer by occupation, was born and raised in the country, where 
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he has always lived with his parents until he was brought to this city 
under arrest. He is addicted to alcoholic drinks, is of unclean personal 
habits, has always worn light linen clothes, and continually lived in 
very poor circumstances. He has been suffering from the present ill- 
ness since he was IT years old — that is, for the last thirty years — with- 
out showing a marked emaciation. 

From what I have been able to observe, this case presents the tuber- 
cular or nodular type of leprosy. Numerous disseminated nodules are 
seen covering the skin of the face, especially around the nose and ears, 
giving it a leonine aspect, the hands present several scars of bullae 
that have undergone ulceration, while several fingers can be noticed 
forcibly flexed on the palms of both hands through the contraction 
and shortening of the tendons of the corresponding muscles. The feet 
present the familiar appearance of elephantiasis, but in addition, num- 
erous large cauliflower growths, almost the size of a chestnut, are to 
be seen covering the anterior aspects of both ankle joints. Several 
nodules and cicatrices are also present in different parts of the body, 
showing that the case is in an advanced stage of the disease. 

The patient has been taking the compound sirup of sarsaparilla 
with iodide of potassium without any appreciable result. 

Case No. 2. — Cecilia Hernandez, a negro woman, 40 years old, single, 
and with no children, has been living until recently at the San Miguel 
de Azopardo sugar plantation within this province. She has been 
occupied in general country work all her life up to the time she came 
to consult a physician in this city. No information can be obtained to 
show any hereditary source, or her having been in contact with other 
cases of leprosy that could explain the origin of the disease. She has 
been in the habit of taking plain, wholesome food, with the addition of 
some wine and water after each meal. Her general appearance shows 
very little attention paid to personal cleanliness. Her present affection, 
which commenced ten years ago, presents a combination of the two 
known varieties of leprosy — the tubercular and the anaesthetic. Numer- 
ous disseminated nodules and unpigmented macules can be noticed 
upon the face, trunk, hands, and feet, and several deep ulcers in the 
legs. This case is also in an advanced stage and, likewise, has been 
under treatment with iodide of potassium and sirup of sarsaparilla, 
with negative results. 

The characteristic features to be noted in these two cases are the 
absence of inheritance and the impossibility of tracing the source of 
the contagion. It is a well-known fact that leprosy has existed in Cuba 
for man}' centuries, scattered more or less, especially in the principal 
cities, without any efficient prophylactic measures ever being taken 
prior to the American intervention to avert its propagation. 

During the time of the Spanish Government there was no compul- 
sory law as to isolation. The poorer class of patients without resources 
who volunteered of their own accord to go to the hospital for a home 
and comfort were the only inmates, while the well-to-do patients 
invariably remained at home with their families disseminating this 
dreadful disease. 

Therefore it is not strange that some cases, like those mentioned, 
living in secluded country districts, trying to evade the laws in order 
not to be cut off from society and friends, may have escaped the 
attention of the health authorities; hence the difficulty at times to 
locate the origin of the infection. 
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The brother of the case No. 1, referred to as suffering with leprosy, 
has been reported to the superior board of health in order to be con- 
veyed to San Lazaro Hospital. Case No. 2 has already been trans- 
ferred, while case No. 1, being a prisoner, is still, pending some 
judiciary proceedings, to be also transferred to that institution. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries. 
Consul-General Mason reports, February 20, as follows: 

Plague. 

British India. — During the week ended January 23 there were 
registered in the Bombay Presidency 9,017 cases of plague and 6,929 
deaths, of which 230 cases (195 deaths) occurred in the city of Bom- 
bay, 9 ca"ses (8 deaths) in Karachi, 9 cases (9 deaths) in Broach, and 11 
cases (11 deaths) in Jodia. 

British South Africa. — In Cape Colony, during the week ended 
January 16, two cases of plague were registered in Port Elizabeth. 
Plague-infected rats continue to be found in Port Elizabeth, Knysna, 
and East London. 

Brazil. — In the middle of January several cases of plague were 
reported at Pindamonhangaba, a town on the main line between San 
Paulo and Rio Janeiro; great mortality among the rats of that place 
has also been noticed. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta, during the three weeks from December 
20 last year to January 9 this year, 40 persons died of cholera and 48 
persons died of the plague. 

Death rate of Berlin and other cities. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended February 6 was higher 
than that of the preceding week, amounting, calculated on the year, 
to 15.4 per thousand of the population, this being, however, lower 
than the rate for the corresponding week of last year, in which it 
amounted to 16.1. In spite of this increase, however, more than two- 
thirds of the large German cities showed less favorable figures than 
Berlin, the death rate of the following places being considerably 
higher than that of this city, viz, Hamburg, Dresden, Hanover, 
Dusseldorf, Rixdorf (with 16.7), Munich, Nuremberg, Cologne, Aix 
la Chapelle, Breslau, Konigsberg, as well as London, Paris, and Vienna. 
The following towns, on the other hand, had a lower death rate than 
that of Berlin, namely: Charlottenburg (with 11 per thousand), Schone- 
berg (with 14.3), Leipzig, Stuttgart, and Carlsruhe. The rate of mor- 
tality among infants rose from 3.2 per year per thousand to 4.2, being 
considerably lower than the Munich rate, though higher than the 
Hamburg figure. There was no important change in connection with 
acute intestinal diseases, which caused 30 deaths. Acute diseases of 
the respiratory organs, however, showed an increase, claiming 74 
victims, including 11 persons who succumbed to influenza. Further- 



